SPECIMEN 


OF THE 


State of the Nation, 


Humbly Repreſented 
To both Houſes of Parliament. 


$kill may ſteer the Veſſel : But when the labouring tempeſtuoas Seas boil high, 
fo that Mountains of Waves, ruſhing with mighty force, at every Minute 
threaten its over-ſetting, and violent Tornadoes render it almoſt impoſſible to avoid 
'the Rocks, and a pitchy Darkneſs leaves ne marks in the Heavens to uſe the Aftre- 
labe; then, then it is that the utmoſt skall of the Steers-man is required : But when 
to all theſe threatning Diſſaſters from without, ttie whole Ship's Crew 2re in a Tumult, 
prefling with eagerneſs and higheſt concern their oppoſite Sentiments, for their pre- 
ſervation z ſo that in this Confuſion, every Hand working againſt other, haftens the 
ruine : The firſt great Work is to correct theſe Diſorders and work them to the entire 
gnidance ofthe moſt Judicious and Skilful. This is the Condition of our Great Br:- 
tannia; there is neither need of Allegory or Rhetorick to evince the Truth of it , the 
whole trembling Iſland ſtands agaſt, foo late ſenſible of the conduct of theſe who have 
' brought us to this Danger, and take no care to retrieye us. | 
But its rio time to purſue Allaſions ; I ſhall therefore,” with all humble Modeſty, 
apply my ſelito you moſt Noble Patriots, and as a dutiful Remembrancer offer to 
your cotilideration ſuch matters as the Kingdom craves redreſs of ; and for Methods 
{ake, ſhall range them under ſuch Heads as properly appertain to the due Qualifications 


of Perſons of your Figure. 


T* calm Sea, when gentle Wind and Tide et to the Port, a Pitor of meaner 


Firſt, Tt is requifite that you perfectly know, and ftrenuouſly aſſert, the Funda- 


mental Laws of the Subjects Liberties and Properties, leſt theſe be fubyerted diretly, 
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or in the remoteſt Conſequences : Upon enquiry you will find that ſome of theſe, con- 
cerning the Liberty .of our Perſons, have been violated by direct Arbitrarineſs ; 0- 
thers by the cunning [taking advantages of defects; or ambiguities in the-Law, tc: 
lating to them: Yau know what Induſtry was uſed under King Charl2s the Firſt, 
to obtain the ſecond Grand Charter of our Liberties, the Petition of Right, and the 
Laws corcerning Illegal Confinements and Imprifonments : And how far the Habeas 
Corpus Act was enlarged for the Subjects benefit under King Chares the Second : 
The ſuſpending that Act, though now not to be diſputed, will ever be complained of 
as the greateſt Precedent of Parliamentary compliance with pretended Neceſſity of 
State, that ever we read cf; efpgcially yyhen we .now find that no one of thoſe, who 
were denjed the benefit cf ;the ACt, upon that ſuperceding, were brought to any 
Legal Tryal. But ſurely it behoves the Houſe of Peers to ttop all Proceedings, till 
they have had Juſtice for the Impriſonment of thoſe Noble Peers, fitting Meinbers 
of their Houſe, who had taken the-Qaths;- and were conformable to the Government, 
upon bare Suſpicion, or Suggeſtion, without information upon Oath ; and one, at 
leaſt, there detained beyond the firit Term,. and upon direction from the Govern- 
ment not admitted to Bail: The like, or worſe, proceeding againſt other Noblemen 
and Commoners hatls been as obviaus. ' It will therefore. be an :AC&t worthy your 
Station to confider the defeCts of that ACt ; and provide, by poſitive Law, that no 
Perſon be confined or impriſoned, but upon information upon Oath, nor any de- 
liy made in the granting the benefit of the Habeas Corpus ; but where the Informer 
1s not only bound over to proſecute , but the Witneſſes alſo to make good the In- 
formation, under the ſevereſt Penalties, even by a Law ſuitable to that of Lex Ta- 
lionts ; if this be not done, there are none of your ſelves can be ſecure, if a Minifter 
of State have a Pique at you. 

After your Vote and Addrefs, it hath been thought firange that Fuller hath thus 
long eſcaped a Profecution, which new had not been deſigned, if ſome Perſon of a 
conliderable Figure had not been over-ruled. And it is too well known what Ar2u- 
ment the 7cz2-man of the Grand Jury uſed to have evaded the finding the Bill againſt 
Young ; becauſe, forſooth, it was not convenient to diſcourage the King's Evidence, 
though he be a Perſon who hath been Pilloried for Forgery heretofore ; and his For- 
gery of the Biſhop of Rocheſter's Hand was owned by Blacket his Partner : And the 
attempt to have brought even Fulley into credit, may be a good ground to animad- 
vert on thoſe forward Miniſters of State, for. camwitting Perſons of Quality and 
Intereſt upon ſuch groundlefs fuggeſtions, which render it very fuſpicious, that they 
Keep ſuch Bload-lounds to be ready on all occaſions, in conſtant pay, to ſerve a State 
Intrigue. As therefore you have regard to the Freemen of England; yea, to your 
ſelves, and yours and our Poſterities, let it be known whether we be Slaves or Freemen, 

Confinements and Impriſcnments our Laxryers ſtile a Civil Death; andif you 
will look into our Priſons, you will find, impounded, treſpaſſing Cattle infinitely better 
providedfor, than the poorer Natives or Strangers, who are Priſoners of State, to the 
ſhame of our Country atid Chriſtianity. As it 1s therefore incumbent on you to ſecure 
the Innocent from this ; ſo Much more js it neceſſary to be fecured from being de- 
prived of their Natpral Lives, .by ſuch kind, of Tryals, as have been uſed in late years ; 
that of Mr. Aſhton's every day. appeares 'more gaſtly: But I ſhallnot meddle wih 
ſuch matters. There is one thing ſeems very detective in thoſe kind of Proceedings, 
That a Man hath not the like advantazes to defend his Life, as to defend his Right 
to an Acre of Land. In the laſt Seflton you had made good Progreſs in a Bill for 
Tryal of Treafons ; *tis hoped you vill reſume the Debate, and will tind out the Arts 
were uſed to obltruct fo ulctul a Bill, ſo much deſired by all forts of Perſons, who a e 
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net Defpners of Arbitrary Rule, or like one of our foreign Commanders, who decla” 
red, That England is 1:0t to be govern'd, unleſs the Prince be abſolate. 

A ſecond Qualification requiſite, 15 a ſlanch Probity, leſt you ſhould be tempted 
by Honours, Places of Profer or Penſions, to betray your Truſts, and ſacrifice for 
{rich perſonal Advantages, the Religion, Liberties, and Properties of your Fellow- 
SubjeAs to Arbitrarineſs and Oppreſſion. You cannot forget what loud Clamours 
have been heretofore raifed-againſt Penſionary Parliaments. If ever you hope or intend 
-to wake us happy,” you willnot only ſpue ſuch out, and fet Marks of Infamy upon 
ther, but fire them ſeverely. The way to tind theſe out, 1sto make a ſtrict Enquiry 
'into the diſpoſal of the Money for ſecret Service; there you will diſcover the number 
of thoſe Leeches which are fed by the Blood of the Counmtrey : We have had Teſts and 
Oaths to ſecore our Religion and Fidelity, it will be every whit as netellary to con- 
trive a Schibolcth to diſcriminate theſe forts of Mercenary Members from true Patriots. 
You have-reaſon to ſuſpect all thoſe who are Office or Officer- Members, or that aſpire 
to be ſuch; all thoſe who have Places of Profit in the Court, or relating to the Reve- 
nue or Judicature, and are removeable at pleaſure ; efpecially ſuch as _ Hefi- 
fation concur with ſuch File: Leaders in their Votes, as are known to be the Creatures 
ot ſome Publick Mimiters, or are the forwardelt or iberaleſt in giving away the Coun- 
trey Money 3 for they are aſſared to have their Salleries increaſed according to their 
Zeal-in Voting Supplies. | 

This Probity is not only excluſive of all corruption in your ſelves, but it will oblige 
you ſeverely to puniſh all ſorts of Faiſhood and Injuſtice in all Miniſtersand Officers of 
State, and Courts of Judicature,and Inferior Miniſters Adminiſtrations ; eſpecially thofe 
peſtilent Vermine, Informtrs, betwixt whom, and the overgrown number of more 
barbarous Meſſengers, the ſuborning Trade is managed, and many peaceable, well 
diſpoſed, innocent Men are crucified : Of which I have touched before. 

The Third CharaRerstich of a found Member, is to be arm'd with an undaunted 
and {teel*d,Courage, to proſecute with Vigour what their mature Judgments. ſuggeſt 
as fitteſt to be eltabliſh'd. 

The Privilege of Parliaments, Cuſtom, and Uſage, ſecure all Members from any 
Cenſure, in the free delivery of their Opinions, but by their reſpective Houſes : So 
that whoever 1s fo afraid to diſpleaſe any great Man, as he thereupon declines the deli- 
vering his Upright Judgment, is of too low a Spirit to repreſent a Free-born People, 
and ought to be looked on as a fit Member of ſuch Parliaments only, as are Miniſters 
of Slavery, as ſome Modern Princes have wrought them to be, as the Romans did their 
ſubdued Kings. While you exert the Old Enzl:/þ Spirit of Parliaments, you need nat 
fear Oliverian Dragooning , Prorogations, or Diffolvings; And you will be fo 
myrci mere valued by your Countrey, as you are -more bold and courageous for 
their Service. Cowardice 1s as ſeverely puniſhed as Treachery, in an Army which is 
rated for our Defence. You are; the Defenders of our Civil Rights: You ought 
therejore to to be as tnuch concerned in Honour and Intereſt courageouſly to main- 
tain our Rights, as the Military Mgp-are to-defend the Field, or our Forts. 

- Fourth'y, Not only Solidity of ' vdgment is required to penetrate into tkedepths of 
Matters propos'd, but alfo quickn ,{s of Apprehenſion, and exquiſite Circumſpections 
to avoid the over reachings of deſj ning Demagogues. For want of this Qualifica- 
tion, all the Miſertcs of the laſt Quyil War, and maty other Mifchievous Calamit:es ' 
have betaHen theſe Nations in former tunes, Ei | 

if Meinbers of Parliament fteaQy obſerved this ule, they 'wonld not fo often 
jarare im verba Maziſtri , Impliatly vote with their ubtil Conductors, and in Clubs < 
and Cabals corcert thoſe Matters, Which ſhould be freq, y debated in the Houſes. 

; A 24;) 
* \ 


# 


You 


(43 
You mult be preſumed to be well verſed in Hiſtorics ;. Eſpecially in thoſe of our own 
Qountry, and in the Rolls and Journals of our Parliament... By: theſe you will be-. 
inſtructed, how to avoid the Rocks and Quick-ſands, upon which your Predeceffors 
have at any time been boulged, and know which Reſolutions have been moſt benefi- 
cial to the Publick Weal, and which have had-fatal Conſequences: But if Foreign Re- 
valutions, or the Calamity of older Ages, affect you not ; yet if you will with Imp:--- 
tiality and Solidity of Thought, weigh the Spring and Riſe, Iffue and Event of thoſe 
aſtorſhing Devaſtations and Miſeries the Kingdom ſuffered, from the Year 1637. to 
1661. you would abhor the Principles .as well as Practices of thoſe - Authors, Abet- 
' tors, and Fomentors of thoſe devouring Miſchiefs then brought upon us: And: 
eaſily find, that thereby were advanced the peſtilent Subvertors of the Conſtitution.of 
our Government, who after the Revolution of a few Years, were ſtigmatiz'd- as the 
boldeſt Invaders of the Liberties and Properties of their Fellow-Subjedts, and the 
moſt Villanous Exerciſers of Arbitrarineſsand Tyranny. 
From which Conſiderativn, Not only Partiament-Men, but all who bear any Figure 
In the Kingdom, ſhould learn ſo to a&t and deport themſelves, as they may be ſecure, 
that Poſterity paſs not, any.. ſuch Cenfures upon them : And have that memorabte 
: Sentence of the Judicious Tacitus always in their Thoughts, videnda eſt sllorum 
Secordia qui preſents potentia credunt [ extingus poſſe ſequentis Avi Memoriam, 
There ſloath _ to be envied, who believe by their les Power they can extin- 
gn the Memory of the next Age. 
ut however requiſite the foregoing Qualifications are; yet there are thoſe re- 
maining, without which our Country would be little better . by the preceding. Of, . 
which the Fifth may be a publick Spiritedneſs to endeavour the redreſs of Grievances . 
and Opprefiions of the Subject. This ts a Theam might _ enſarged upon; . 
but in an Addreſs to Perſons of your Condition, it is unneceflary to dilate. A ſhort + 
hint of ſome of the moſt important Matters will fuffice. 
We arenow engag'd in a War, which hath been very expenſive and deſtructive of . 
ſuch brave Men, as might have been at Ornament as well as Defence tb our Country, 
I ſhall not enquire .into the Grounds or Progreſs of it, that is your Province ; but - 
without Offence I may note, that although the Powee: of making War or Peace, is 
one of the topmoſt Prerogatives of the Crown; yet the beſt of our Kings have con- . 
julted their Parhaments in thoſe Matters, not only for Supplies, but alto in point of - 
Advice. And when ſome Kings have been violently bent to purſue them, . when the 
louſes found them damageable'to the Countrey, they contrived Expedients to put a , 
period to them. However it hath been their conſtant Care feft our Kings upon any 
accaſton or pretence of War, ſhould — the Countrey, violate the Laws of Peace , 
or over-awe the Heuſes, to grant any thing that might enflave .them--or the Nation. 
All preceding Parliaments have had a ſpectal regard not to burthen the Free-born 
People of England; and whenever they found a neecfiity of impoſing them, they 
took care they thould be employed folely to the Uſes for which they were given; and + 
they never gave Money, but they obtain'd. ſome beneficial Laws as Equivalents, to 
balance the preſent diminution of the Subjects Eſtates by ſuch Payments. You can- 
not but be very ſenſibte.that fince the Revolution Twenty Millions have been ſpunged 
from the Jubjects, which is more than any three of our longeſt lived Kings have had 
in their whole Reigns. 

How this Money hath been expended, your Principals expect you will exact a .. 
ftriEt Account of : You too well know what Arts have been uſed to obſtruct it : You 
know what unjuitifiable Accounts were exithited the laſt Year to your Commiſſioners; 
ard who tacy were that adviſcd you not to !lofe your precious.time in a n=" 
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andoo rigid a Scrutiny, promiting there ſhould be the'utmoſt Care taken in the 
Application of what you then ſhould give. Yet you cannot forget how you had like 
to-have been over reach'd in 'our Bill for conttituting:Commuliioners to take Ac- 
eounts. And as ſoon as-you id perfected your Money Bills, you were not permitted 
to pertect the moſt. Neceſflar; }iil, to prevent the palpable Frauds in the former Ac- 
counts, by providing that thi, zouldiers ſhould be only paid according to true Mufters 
of effective Men. You have jgyeat reaforr to enquire who they were that precipated - 
the Prorogation, ſo that wherRhat Bilt-was within an. hour - of perfecting, that time 
was not allowed, This the rey... interprets a Demonſtration that no juſt Ac- 
count is intended ; and that there is no further uſe for you, but only to give Money, 
and ſecure the governing Miniſters: Itishoped e,. that according to the uſage 
of former Parliaments, you will ge with redreſs of Grievances, and calling to a1 
Account the Adminiſtrators of Afairs ; otherwiſe, whatever you give will be ſwal- 
lowed up in the Gulph in which all the reſt hath been funk. And it you poſt-pone 
what ſhould be redreſfed, ſuch Bills will ſuffer an Abortion ; for it is manifelt there 
are ſome who aim at nothing but the Countreys being delivered of their Mo- 
LON 


ney. 

Mis not to be:doubted, but ſince your Receſs you have heard its Groans, and are 
made ſenſible of the Throws, and its difficult labour to bring forth the Trimeſtrial 
INue of Polls, Taxes, and the new methods of mamtaining the Militia, after the 
Month's pay expired, and that u « ane” burthen of quartering of Soldiers. Tet 
merwithſtanding the cantonizing ſuch unreaſonable Portions out of their Rents and _ 
Perſonal Eftates, the Burtben would be more ſupportable if the Trade of the Nation 
were not ſo miſerably ſunk, ſo that foreign Commoderies are thirty or forty per Cent. 
dearer, and home ones as much cheaper than formerly; and you will bear from our 
Merchants the loſ of above 2000 Ships, and the Cargo worth Ten Million taken from 
them by the French ſince the Revolution : So that they Jo manifeſtly to be doomed 
ro the Egyptian Bondage of making Brick, without Stubble or Straw. Whether you 
will take theſe things tnto confMer ation, is like to be lefe to your care of, and com:- 
paſſien for t > inſenite numbers, whi have intrufted you that the Comwon Wealth 


take no detriment. : 

Brut this is not all, though you have ſtrained thus to the utmoſt to provide ſuffic;- 
ently for the Support of the Government, andthe Soldiery ; yet I believe it will be 
#hundered into your Ears, what vaſt Arrears are owing to our Fleet and Army: . 
For thoſe who are beſt paid, except Foreigners, have only bare Subſiſtance money ; 
which at bome makes them ſo 0 prefrve in ftealing and robbing, and abroad (where - 
they are ſo barbarouſly treated by thoſe whoſe Quarrel they are Fighting) that they . 
are expoſed to Famiſhing and Diſeaſes, both of Men and Horſes. I perſcnally know - 
ſome tho have ſerved im Ireland three Tears, and been put upon the haxardonſeſt Ser- 
vice, who have but received 30s. in pay all the time; and ſome Officers have a 
flight of hand tq pick a Wuarrel with ſuch as have long Arrears depending, and to - 
diſmiſs them for new Comers. What Comfort can above 10000 Seamen have by the 
late Proclamation, who uſed to be paid off at this Seaſon, -whereby they provided for ., 
tbeir Families, which now miſt be in a ſtarving condition this Winter : This is net 


oy who have furniſhed their Wives 


cn'y like to be ſo fatal to them, but td many thou | 
and Families on Truſt. Some w/o pr: tend to beſt, give out, tbat four Millions - 


will not diſcharge the Debt, and ſix Millions move. will ſcarce provide a4 Fund far 
this Year's growing Charge, and as much,yearly for three Fears more, if we exfett- : 
fo obtain our Terms from Frarce. Tou bave ali the reaſon therefore to ta'e 4 true 


Caculation of this Charge, and make a moſt firitt Retroſpetron, woether the Mo- 
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"2:2y already given hathbeen truly expended to the Uſes appropriated, andirhut pro: 


portion hath been tranſmitted to the Confederates, and what is masked with the 


diſguiſe of Secret Service. | 

Hence you will eaſily find how mich ut will concern you in Vi,ſdom, as welilas the 
Snicerity of an k.ngliſh Parliament, to prebe this Matter to the bottom, and exact 
«an Account, not ouly upon Oath, but with penal Obligation, what Sums from time 
ro trme have been expended, tozether with a true duplicate of the number and qua- 
lity of the Troops, and the Sums of Money, every Kingdom and Principality of that 
Union hath born, otherwiſe it will- be zmpeſſihle to know what , proportion we bear, 
and upon what Obligation. 

fe will be 9 1ll-ſpent time to be informed how our Arms, Magazines, and Amnit- 
nition, as well as Naval Stores, ſo plentifully provided by the late King, are now 
totally exhauſted, and conſumed, without recruiting ; why ſo many Trains of Artil- 
lery bave been tranſported, that there 1s ſcarce a good one left in the Kingdom for 


* ats defence : So that even from Tilbury-Fort, and the Platforms, ſeven whole Can- 
-220n, erghteen Braſs Demi-Cannon, and twenty ſix whole Culverin have been tran- 


ſported in Dutch and Flemiſh Hoys. As to the ny, of ſuch great Pienty of 
our Corn, :Beewves, Hay, and Coals, it were not to be quarrelied at, if we had our 
former Pierty, either of thoſe Commodities, or Money ; provided our own Veſſels 
' and Seamen were amployed ;\ but they are deſtined for other Uſes; and we find m 
this City, how much the rates of ithoſe Neceſſaries are enhanſed by it, at a time 
mhen a full plenty of them would enabic us better to pay our Taxes, But it is not 
theſe alone, but our Money is tranſported in Sfecie, in 200 Cheſtsat a time, and be- 
twixt 29 and 300001. a Month, yea, ſometrmes a Week, erther in Spectre, cr in 
Bullion, which 1s moſtwhat our Plate and Mill a Money melted down; and when 
ur Money comes into Holland 1o d. for a Shil ing, and 18 a Guinea, as all will -be 
allowed: And a great part of the many Millions given, have gone to pay the Confede- 
rate Troops, and build Forts an other Princes Territories, while our Nation lies open 
and expoſed ;»and ſs much the more if we conſider, that theſe Kingdoms have loſt 
200000 Military Men in 4 years, and ſpent 3® Millions of our Money ; theſe are ſuch 
zmpairments of our Strength, as willrequire Ages to recruit, and would be much 
quietlier born, if they were not vaſtly encreaſed by miſ-management ; for it is ap- 
parent, that every Farthing-worth of Commodity provided, coſts 2 d. and it may be is 
valued to\you at as much more. | 
Beſides all this, we have reaſon to complain, how the Engliſh Liberty is invaded, 
in forcing our Men out of the Kingdom, and preſſing them under the colour of Sea- 
ſervice, to fend them into Foreign Countries to fight at Land:.Tea, farther, they are 
diſ-heartned duly, ſeeing Foretgners duly paid, whilſt they are let run anto ſogreat 
Arrears, and their Wives and Children ſtarving ; as if ſome Men hadſo little re- 
oard to our Country, that they can unconcerred.y ſee us rcbved of our Corn, 
famiſied for want of the neceſſaries of Life, and being thus ſtrippd, the very De- 
Fence of the'Kingdom openly tranſported. 
Thele thjngs, moit Noble Senators, cannot bnt rouze your Thoughts, to conſider, 


-and provoxe you to ſearch how many of our Laws are hereby trampled on, and de- 


ſpiſed ; And you will think it necetlary to take the State of the Nation into con{ide- 
ration, and pive encovrageinent, yea coinmendatierr to all who tnd themſelves ag- 
grieved, to lay them before you ; and eſpecially enjoyn ail thoſe to whom the Govern- 
inent is endebted, to bring betore you their demands, and then you *1ll tind what 
unreaſonable Sams are owns to the Army, and the Navy, to the Victuallers, Pro- 
viders of Stores, to Artiticers, Gun Founders, Armorers, Powder and Shot makers, 
#or cloathing the So!diers, Tran port-Siips, Sc. and above all to the poor — 

their 
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their-Loſſes and Charges in Quarterings. I cannot in ſo ſmall a Paper- defrend to the 
particular Head-branches of Grievances, which deferve your fcrious ref!eStions ; but 
doubt not but.you will be throughly informed ot thein, if 3 ou afford encouragement ; 
or-however, you being your ſelves no Strangers to them, will judge it a Duty you 
owe to your Conntry to endeavour to fedreſs them. | 

I dare not entertain a thought, but that y ou will counterance and encourage, what- 
ever may eftectually conduce to the Peace of Europe, atid our own Proſperity and 
Safety ; for the obtaining of which ſo much Blood and Treaſure hath been exhautted- 
But it will require your moſt piercing Judgments, to diſcover wk ether the Inſtruments 
employed, rightly purſue the fame. It will be granted, that in our Circumltances 
it 1s requilite we ſhou'ld be a Buttrefs to the Netherlands, and they a Barrier to us ; but 
it is not neceſſary that we ſhould ſo much exceed our 20:4 of former eſtabliſhments, 
nor be the only Sutterers in our Trade for want of Convoys ; they are a People who 
have the skill to live and thrive by War ; we want that Art : It is your parts therefore 
to enquire, whether there be not a Wheel within a Wheel. The fincerity of ſuch as 
rule in the conjun&t Councils, for concerting_theſe and other matters of joynt Aid, 
ought to be examined, whether they are ſtangh to the Enz/i/Þ Intereſt. We want not 
Prefidents, how the brave Lord .P 3, and others, acted under.the late King 
Fames, who moſt skilfully blinded that King, as if theutmoſt of their endeavours were 
to promote his Intereſt ; yet, with a ſingular fubtilty, they decoyed him into the Net : 
You have reaſon therefore to enquire, with more than ordinary diligence, For whar 
end ſo many of thoſe couragious Perſons, who ſlemm'd the Tide, and for the ſcke of 
our Religion and Laws were the attveſt Pramoters of the Revolution, are 1.cv lard 
aſide and ſlighted, and another ſort of Men employed in the weightieſt Affairs. Ny 

Lord Churchill, Admiral Herbert, and twenty more, beſides ſore of an higher Qua- 
lity, are Inſtances of hard Uſage in theſe particulars. And it 1 to be wiſhed, that thoſe 
who make ſhew of being uſefuller Inſtruments, and bear themſelyes high upon adyanc- 

ing the Prerogative, . and other points of Rule, according to Forreign Precedents, or 

plauſible Exigents of State, be ſound at the Core ; for they confrive ſoine things which 

are not-very grateful, nor agreeable to the expectations of the People : It is vehement-- 

ly to be ſuſpected that ſome had adefign by the Revolution, rather to remove Men 

than Grievances; and are indifferent, whether the Engliſh, or the Allies Intereſt, be | 
more promoted,. ſo as they may enjoy the Honour or Profit of their places. 

It will therefore be worth your moſt diligent Enquiry, Whether your profuſe Sup- 
plies, hitherto, have not poured Oyl into the Fire ; and who have been warmed, and 
who conſumed to Aſhes by the Conflagration. I wou!d not be thought to be one who 
diſcountenanced a neceſſary War : But it is as neceſſary, that in your great Zeal, you 
be not impoſed upon by thoſe who njake a Trade ot it ; eſpevially by ſueh as are not 
Natives; and, though Confederate, yet with more pailion {tudy to promote their own 
Intereſt, than that of the Br:r:/ Dominions. | 

Our. Countrymen, who have fo freely engaged in this Quarrel, might reaſonably 
have expected to have aſcended to the Military Honours and Commands, due, by the 
Laws of Arins, over our own Troops,' and notto have been topp'd by Strangers, or 
have.been ſo partially dealt with, as to. have been expoſed to the Onfets in the moſt 
dangerous of Attacks ; yea, ſuch as atforded no probable aſpect of fuccels; while 0- 
ther Confederate Troops were to be Spectators only, and not appoitted to ſuſtain them. 
A memorable In{tance of this we had in the late Battle at Szeynk:rk, where we lolt the 
Flower of our Br:t:ſh Forccs ; and when: Count So/mes, who now, hath. the Chief 
Co:nmand of the Army you pay, being, by repeated Meſſages, 1mportured to fpeed 
Luccours to. them, retuſed it, with a Damn tem, theſe Engliſh think tiey can con- 
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- guer the World, let them g2 on and ſte what they can do ; and fo fuffered theſc brave 
Men to be hack'd to pieces, when the {econding them with freſh Supplies might pro- 
bably have forced Victory : Such Actions as theſe cannot be obliging to our Nation, 
eſpecially when ſeconded by the Prints, immediately after expoſed 1n Holland, of 
an Enzl1ſl; man, piCtur'd with the Claws of a Lyon, and a witleſs Calyes Head and 
Face. 

However neceſlary therefore it may be, that we enJeavour Ja Coalition of Intereſts 
with the States, and own the Truth of their Ancient Emblem of two Stone Juggs link'd 
and: foating on the Sea, with the Motto, S: Coll:dimus Frangimur, If we claſh we 
break: Yet it is very agreeable to your Truſt, that you provide that we have fair 
Quarter at leaſt for our Affiſtance. ; 

* But Tpaſs this with as light a Touch as I can ; and ſhall in the next place offer ts 
your grave conliderations the through examination of a Miſcarriage at home. Norhing 
did more enliven us, after the damp upon our Spirits for the loſs of Namur, than 
' rhe-expeftation we had of the Succeſs of the Deſcent ; when you have enquired into 
. the vaſt charge, in providing for it, the Train of Artillery, and all ether Neceſſaries, 
you will conciude ſuch an Enterprize was not undertaken without deliberate Advice 5 
; this beiny premiſed, your Thoughts will. naturally fall upon the enquiry, by what 
ereachery or neglect, a Deſizn, upon which the Eyes of Europe were ſo fixed, ſhould 
have fo unexpetted and ing iorious an Ijue; the diſ-reputation it hath ay on ae 
+ ConduR, the loſs to the publick,, and the unexpreſſible diſ-appointment of a -matter 
of that importance, cannot but extort puniſhment from you equal to the merits of 
ehe Criminals. I now h:umbiy beg, moſt Noble Patriots, that you will look upon this 
. as a moſt dutiful Addreſs, from one who as paſſionately wiſheth the Proſperity of theſe 
- Kingdoms, and the Good of the Common-weal, as any Subje# whatever ; and from 
whom 1t 15 extorted upon the maſt ſerious refle&tion, on the languiſhmg Condition of 
our Native Country ; ſhe 18 at the point of ſwooning, by the exhauſting of ſo much. of 
ber Vital Blood in Taxes and Impoſitions, and the loſs of ſo many of ber Children; 
. end if you give way to the Grand Proje& of the General Exciſe, this will open a-freſh 
all th: Veins at once, and cut the Throat of the Diſeaſe of Plenty and Riches, ſome 
too enviouſly judge us ſome years ſince to have laboured under. 

I: is to be hoped your Wiſdom and Knowledge ſets you above the reach of Triers of 
Experiments, of transfuſing other Nation's Blood mto our emptied Veins, from whence 
we can but expett to receive Fuices of Turneps, Cabbage, and Pot-berbs, inroom of 
the Racy B ood we have parted with. 

For a juſt Man ſome will dare to die ; but T fear if you narrowly examine for 
' whoſe ſakes,” & 1d for what number of Men, all theſe Tragical loſſes of our Men, Mo- 
#cy, and Trade have been occaſioned, you will frad them little better in tbeir Mc- 
rals,or mm their Deſirns of Publickh Good, than their Predeceſſors: And you will ſe- 
' r8onfly corſiler whether the ſupperting of them inthe Methods they have purſued, or 
th: putting thinss upon a furer Foot, will conduce more for the Proſperity of theſe 
Kingdoms. 

Confiler that the Ha?pineſs of the Frze-born Men of England, who have intruſted 
you, yea your own, and your Poſters'ies. Inte: efts are at ſtake. If you could each of 
you hope toget 10 or 20000 |. Gift one if the Exchequer. or Places of greateſt Emo- 
inmnt, by concurrirg with the preſent Miniſtry, who have at ſuch rates made their 
Fortunes, ſhould ſuch Advantages, put in ihe Ballance with the Deſtruttion of your 
Conntry over poize with you > 1 humbiy lay theſe things before you, moſt honourable 
Patriots, hoping you wiil revolve them in your Minds, and eternize your Memories 
#n ſecuring our [Religion and Laws, and frecinz us from an endleſs War, and un(up- 
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